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to doubt of their coming up to the requisitions of the
divine law, as far as in the present state of the world
can be expected from human frailty. Their hearts,
however, are perhaps no more than before supremely
set on the great work of their salvation, but are
chiefly bent on increasing their fortunes, or raising
their families. Meanwhile they congratulate them-
selves on their having renounced vices, which they
are no longer strongly tempted to commit, and the
renunciation of which forms no just criterion of the
religious principle, since the commission of them
would prejudice their characters, and perhaps injure
their prospects in life.
Old age has at length made its advances. Now,
if ever, we might expect that it would be deemed
high time to make eternal things the maia object of
attention. No such thing! There is still an ap-
propriate good quality, the presence of which calms
the disquietude, and satisfies the requisitions both
of themselves and of those around them* It is now
required of them that they should be good natured
and cheerful, indulgent to the frailties and follies of
the young; remembering, that when young them-
selves, they gave into the same practices. How
opposite this to that dread of sin, which is the sure
characteristic of the true Christian; which causes
him to look back upon the vices of his own youthful
days with shame and sorrow; and which, instead of
conceding to young people to be wild and thought-
less, as a privilege belonging to their age and circum-
stances, prompts him to warn thorn against what had
proved to himself matter of such bitter reflection!
Thus, throughout the whole of life, some means or
other are devised for stifling the voice of conscience.
u We cry peace, while there is no peace;" and both
to ourselves and others that complacency is fur-
nished, which ought only to proceed from a con-

